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Changing face of equipment funding 

 RCUK/EPSRC Equipment guidelines 

 EPSRC Funding to kick start sharing 
agenda 

 Growth of regional consortia projects 
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University of Southampton Database 
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University of Southampton Database 
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The early conversations: 

• How are we describing items – The question 
of web semantics. What might we call our core 
data fields and are they the same?  

• How could we share data? – If national 
database searching is to be achieved 
interoperability would be required. How could 
this be achieved? 

• Standardising extended descriptions – Are 
we using any form of taxonomy or categorisation 
describing equipment group or techniques. 
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UNIQUIP Project aims: 

• Facilitate discussion on standardisation 

• Develop standardised guidelines for vocabularies 

• Support technology development to enable 
sharing 

• Enable early data sharing opportunities through 
wider engagement 

• Aim to build a sustainable sharing network 
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Research data sharing landscape 
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“Proof of concept” for national equipment data 
aggregation portal 
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Loughborough University: Equipment database 

 Jan 2008 – Proposal made, by Prof Rachel Thomson, for a Materials Research 
School Equipment Database to Loughborough’s Engineering Centre for 
Excellence in Teaching and Learning (engCETL).  
 

 Feb 2008 – Work begins to develop the database and catalogue the materials 
research school equipment (MySQL and PHP web based system).  
 

 Dec 2008 – The database is piloted with key stakeholders. The system is 
improved and expanded in response to academic and technician feedback.  
 

 Sep 2009 – Official launch of the Equipment Database. Over 800 items 
catalogued, complete with photographs and numerous supporting documents.  
 

 Mar – Nov 2011 – JISC fund the open source Kit-Catalogue™ Project. 
 

 Nov 2011 – present – Loughborough continue to build upon the Kit-
Catalogue system and support a growing number of UK HEIs adopters. 

 

http://equipment.lboro.ac.uk 
 

KIT
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KIT
CATALOGUE

®

System features: 

• Simply import and export equipment details from CSV spread-sheets.  
 

• User friendly interface 
 

• Add custom fields to satisfy specific institutional requirements (e.g. research schools, 
servicing dates etc.)  
 

• Support for local configuration, styling and institutional logo changes to allow easy 
customisation of the software.  
 

• Includes common authentication mechanisms by default. (Active Directory or Database)  
 
• Open source implementation, so adopters are free to adapt and rewrite the code to satisfy 

any local considerations.  
 

• Supports equipment classification using: CPV codes, free text categories, #tag groupings 
 

• Community support from a growing number of Institutional adopters (~8+) 
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KIT
CATALOGUE

®

M5 Consortium Equipment Sharing 

• Midlands consortium of research intensive universities; University of 
Birmingham, University of Leicester, Loughborough University, University 
of Nottingham, and the University of Warwick. 
 

• Collaborating on equipment sharing both publically, and between the M5 
institutions 
 

• Working towards sharing of systems, expertise, policies and practice 
 

• M5 working with Uniquip to benefit from community driven 
developments around equipment sharing initiatives. 
 
 



University of Bath 
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Agresso fixed assets 

Pure 

Equipment >£10k 

Bath web portal 

Atira web 
service 

(RESTful) 

data.ac.uk? 



University of Bath 
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University of Bath 
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University of Bath 

1. Not “yet another database” 

 
2.  Existing Pure Web Service 

 
3. On-going support for Agresso & Pure at Bath 

> sustainable 
 

4.  Capturing impacts and outputs from 
sharing? 
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University of Leeds – N8 Equipment database 
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 N8 Research Collaboration project “Sharing for 
Excellence and Growth” 
◦ Cultural barriers to sharing 
◦ Technical needs – shared data schema, functional 

classification, online equipment inventories 
◦ Business/costing models 
◦ Regional strategic view 

 
 Internal need for equipment inventory to be visible 

◦ Historically a finance and purchase office system 
◦ Massive data accuracy and relevancy problems 
◦ Not a rich source of information – bare minimum of asset 

details 
 



University of Leeds 

 Develop a taxonomy that 
was relevant to researchers 

 Engage with PI’s, lab 
mangers to cleanse data and 
enrich 

 Develop an architecture to 
present refreshed inventory 
online – links to corporate 
management information 
system 
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• Sample Measurement / 
Characterisation 
• Cryogenic 

• 1.4K (continuous flow) 

• Academic Manger: G Burnell 
(g.burnell@leeds.ac.uk) 

• Technical Contact: Dr M. Ali 
• (phyma@leeds.ac.uk) 
• Description: An Oxford 

Instruments Integra 
cryostat with an 8T solenoid 
superconducting magnet 
equipped with a variable 
temperature inser… 

• Homepage: 
http://www.stoner.leeds.ac.
uk/ 

• Attached Files: Risk 
Assessment,  
sample data 

 



University of Leeds 

 Use (one of many) internet standards to 
deliver data from our backend database 

 A ‘simple’ web-front end for searching and 
updating of data 

 Possibilities also to feed into other websites 
for various audiences 
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N8 Equipment database 

 N8 Working to develop  multi-institutional 
view of equipment inventories 

 Build on existing standardisation of schema 
and taxonomy, develop common 
webservice standard to interrogate 
institutional inventories 

 But UNIQUIP agenda vital to build systems 
beyond the regional silos. 
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Moving forwards…. 

• Establishing a common consensus 
◦ Publishing a core minimum data 
◦ Agreeing to publish openly 

 
• Managing and promoting the standards 

◦ A role for UNIQUIP and data.ac.uk 
 

• Generating the efficiencies 
◦ Establishing mechanisms to deliver the 
efficiencies 
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Thank you 
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